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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-9,1 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Krishnamurthi et al (2001 00231 86). 

3. Regarding claims 1 ,7 and 15 Krishnamurthi et al teaches a method for restricting 
a message service in a communication network (100), comprising (figs. 1-3): 

keeping a record containing information about certain addresses with which a 
message communication is not allowed in a switching center (102) of the 
communication network (at MSC 102, message processor 202 determines whether the 
call setup or reactivation with SU1 112 should proceed based on information stored in 
memory 200. Based on the Subscribed Services Record for SU1 112, message 
processor 202 will determine whether SU1 1 12 is authorized to use the service option 
that BS1 108 is asking for)(para. # 000036, 0040-41); 

deciding in the switching center whether a message communication with a 
certain address is allowed or not, and writing information of unallowed addresses in said 
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record, thus determining contents of said record ("Service Request message" to the 
mobile switching center (102), requesting initiation of the call. The mobile switching 
center will authorize the call if the call to be set up is directed to a subscriber unit 
located within the service area of the base station and if the service option to be used is 
authorized for the particular subscriber unit. The mobile switching center will allow or 
disallow the call depending on the state of the subscriber unit. (para. # 0018-0020, 
0036, 0040-41); 

receiving a request for establishing a message communication (para. # 0036, 
0040-41 ); analyzing on the basis of the information in the record whether a message 
communication is allowed (para. # 0036, 0040-41 ); and 

preventing the transmission of a message if said message is related to an 
unallowed address according to the analyzing step, wherein each of said decision step 
and said preventing step is done in said communication network, and said record (para. 
# 0036, 0040-41), wherein each of said decision step and said preventing step is done . 
in a switching center of said communication network, and said record is kept in said 
switching center (para. # 0036, 0040-41 ). 

Regarding claim 2 Krishnamurthi et al teaches wherein one of said sender and 
said receiver is a message service center (para. # 0036, 0040-41). 

Regarding claim 3 Krishnamurthi et al teaches wherein said switching center is a 
visited switching center, to which a terminal of a subscriber being involved in said 
message communication is related at a time when said message is to be transmitted 
(para. #0036, 0040-41). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/041 ,702 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2617 

Regarding claim 4 Krishnamurthi et al teaches wherein said switching center is 
an interworking switching center (para. # 0036, 0040-41). 

Regarding claim 5 Krishnamurthi et al teaches wherein said contents of said 
record are subscriber specific (para. # 0036, 0040-41). 

Regarding claim 6 Krishnamurthi et al teaches wherein said record is common to 
a group of subscribers (para. # 0036, 0040-41 ). 

Regarding claims 8,16 Krishnamurthi et al teaches wherein one of said sender and 
said receiver is a message service center (para. # 0036, 0040-41). 

Regarding claims 9,17 Krishnamurthi et al teaches wherein said switching center 
is a . visited switching center, to which a terminal of a subscriber being involved in said 
message communication is related at a time when said message is to be transmitted 
(para. #0036, 0040-41). 

Regarding claim 1 1 Krishnamurthi et al teaches a network element capable of 
restricting a message service between at least one sender and one recipient, wherein 
each has an address said apparatus comprising: 

a record in which information about unallowed addresses is written (para. # 0036, 
0040-41); 

an analyzing means for analyzing with the help of said record whether an 
address is unallowed (para. # 0036, 0040-41); 

means, operable to prevent transmission of a message if said message is 
related to an address which is unallowed according to the analysis of the analyzing 
means (para. # 0036, 0040-41 ); and 
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means for deciding on permission for an address in a message communication 
(para. # 0036, 0040-41), wherein 

said record, said means for analyzing, said means for preventing and said means 
for deciding are located in said aooaratus comprising a switching center (para. # 0036, 
0040-41, also see claim 1). 

Regarding claim 12 Krishnamurthi et al teaches wherein one of said sender and 
said receiver is a message service center (para. # 0036, 0040-41 ). 

Regarding claim 13 Krishnamurthi et al teaches wherein said switching center is 
a visited switching center, to which a terminal of a subscriber being involved in said 
message communication is related at a time when said message is to.be transmitted 
(para. #0036, 0040-41). 

Regarding claim14 Krishnamurthi et al teaches wherein said switching center is 
an interworking switching center (para. # 0036, 0040-41). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 01-30-07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Examiner has thoroughly reviewed applicant's arguments but firmly 
believes the' cited reference to reasonably and properly meets the claimed limitations. 
Applicants argument was that "deciding in the switching center whether a message 
communication with a certain address is allowed or not, and writing information of 
unallowed addresses in said record, thus determining contents of said record". In 
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response, examiner would like to point out that Krishnamurthi et al teaches a "Service 
Request" to the mobile switching center, the mobile switching center (102) analyzes the 
Service Request and allows it, or not (see para # 0018, fig, 3). Upon analysis and 
decision, the mobile switching center sends a "Service Response" to the base station 
with the result of its analysis and an indication whether or not the call is allowed (see 
para. # 0041 and FIG. 3). Krishnamurthi et al states at MSC 102, message processor 
202 determines whether the call setup or reactivation with SU1 112 should proceed 
based on information stored in memory 200. Based on the Subscribed Services Record 
for SU1 112, message processor 202 will determine whether SU1 1 12 is authorized to 
use the service option that BS1 108 is asking for. "Service Request message" to the 
mobile switching center (102), requesting initiation of the call. The mobile switching 
center will authorize the call if the call to be set up is directed to a subscriber unit 
located within the service area of the base station and if the service option to be used is 
authorized for the particular subscriber unit. The mobile switching center will allow or 
disallow the call depending on the state of the subscriber unit. (para. # 0018-0020, 
0036,0040-41). 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Khawar Iqbal whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7909. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on (571) 272-7495. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) or 703-305-3028. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist/customer service whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-2600. 
Khawar Iqbal 




